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Media release 

RUAG Aerostructures and Pilatus: a proven partnership 
 
Zurich/Emmen, May 3, 2021. RUAG Aerostructures and Pilatus Flugzeugwerke AG are taking 
their collaboration to the next level. By extending their existing contract and also agreeing 
additional orders for key components of the PC-7, PC-12 and PC-21 single-engine turboprop 
aircraft, the two companies are  continuing their long-standing cooperation.  
 
RUAG Aerostructures and Pilatus have a longstanding history. Various components for the PC-7, 
PC-12 and PC-21 aircraft types are produced and assembled for the Swiss aircraft manufacturer at 
the RUAG Aerostructures site in Emmen. The two companies have now agreed to extend their 
partnership until 2025. 
 
Many years of experience and excellence decisive for contract extension  
 
With the contract extension until 2025, RUAG Aerostructures remains responsible for 
manufacturing the horizontal stabilizer for the PC-12. More than 1,800 aircraft delivered and a total 
of around 9 million flight hours confirm the versatility of the PC-12. Against this background, good 
sales figures for the aircraft can also be expected in the future. RUAG Aerostructures has again 
succeeded in securing a long-term cooperation with a market leader.  
 
Additional orders also for PC-21 
 
RUAG Aerostructures also secured follow-up orders for the PC-21. The entire fuselage and wing 
structure for twelve further aircraft will be produced at the Emmen site. The single-engine turboprop 
training aircraft is used by the world's top air forces to train military pilots. Production of the twelve 
aircraft is scheduled to start in late summer 2021. 
 
"We are proud that a piece of RUAG Aerostructures is in every PC-12 and PC-21. We are very 
pleased to continue and further deepen the proven partnership with our Pilatus. For our site in 
Emmen, the orders are an important contribution to securing the future of our company," says 
André Wall, CEO of RUAG International. 
 
Markus Bucher, CEO of Pilatus, says: "It goes without saying that Pilatus is always pleased when it 
can place orders in Switzerland and thus help to strengthen the Swiss workplace. The cooperation 
with RUAG is tried and tested and the expertise is outstanding. However, Pilatus expects RUAG to 
cut costs in order to become more competitive. Pilatus products are manufactured almost 
exclusively for the international market and are therefore subject to great competitive pressure.” 
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This media release as well as photos can be found here: https://www.ruag.com/news 

Further information: Franziska Hamann, Communication Manager RUAG Aerostructures,  
+41 79 770 80 82; franziska.hamann@ruag.com or www.ruag.com/news 
 
Further information: Clemens Gähwiler, External Communication Manager RUAG International,  
+41 76 319 28 58; clemens.gaehwiler@ruag.com or www.ruag.com/news 
 

RUAG Aerostructures is a global first-tier supplier in aerostructures for civil and military customers. The main areas of 
performance are the development, manufacture and final assembly of complete fuselage sections, wing and control 
components as well as sophisticated assemblies and components for civil and military aircraft. One of the division's 
strengths is the management of complex supply chain networks. Among other things, it is responsible for the complete 
global supply chains of fuselage sections for Airbus. 

RUAG International is a Swiss technology group with a focus on aerospace. The company has production sites in 14 
countries and is divided into four divisions: Space, Aerostructures, MRO International and Ammotec. With the strategic 
focus on the Aerospace division, the company will consist of the two divisions Aerostructures and Space in the medium 
term. RUAG Space is the leading European supplier of products for the space industry. RUAG Aerostructures is a global 
first-tier supplier in aerostructures. RUAG International employs around 6,500 people, of whom around two-thirds work 
outside Switzerland. www.ruag.com 
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Caption: Horizontal Stabilizer of the PC-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Caption: CEO RUAG International André Wall and CEO Pilatus Markus Bucher  


